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Washington Divorce Process

File Petition for Dissolution of Marriage
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Did your spouse sign a Joinder (a statement that they Yes
generally agree to what's stated in the Petition)?

After receiving filed forms, give them to your spouse and have your spouse
sign an Acceptance of Service or have a third party (over the age of 18) serve (

them in person. Please note: if you are serving your spouse out of state, the 7 —

process server has to notarize their signature on the Proof of Service form. ‘
P \L [ Note: If minor children are |
E [ involved, parents will haveto |
T @ Was the Petitioner able to serve the spouse? @ complete a parenting course in ‘
I | most counties.
T
| .
o File service or Acceptance of Service form.
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Speakiwithianiattorney/orjcontact your cotinty Respondent has the option to file a Response with
G e e e i e e e, objections within 20 days if served in state, 60
days if out of state.
N J
Does your divorce involve child support, spousal
support, or asset and debt division?
If you are filing a simple
dissolution with no children,
support payments, or asset Both spouses complete, exchange, and file
division, most counties allow both finandial disclosures.
spouses to waive disclosures.
- @ Have you and your spouse agreed to the terms of Y
es
the divorce? k
@ Is your spouse absent or refusing to cooperate? @
Mediate agreement terms.
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R File motion to proceed without spouse.
E Hourly attorney support recommended to @ Were you and your spouse able to reach an @
E prepare evidence and testimony. agreement?
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. . . Some counties require one or both parties to meet
(ERUEEE S o (2R U G s G e with the family court facilitator to review your
paperwork. Other counties may require a hearing
for the judge to sign off and finalize the divorce.

Some counties will allow parties to submit

Hourly attorney or full legal support
recommended to prepare evidence and testimony.
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Argue at contested hearing & court decides terms.

|

Divorced

finalized paperwork on their own.

l

File final documents.
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Processing times can vary by county. Some courts can finalize within a month, others take several m




